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INTRODUCTION

Agri Tourism is a form of sound,
environmentally sustainable

and socially responsible tourism
development which has the

potential to contribute substantially
to local socio-economic development
and poverty reduction. Importantly
and with the right support and
guidance, Agri Tourism can also
contribute to the conservation and
protection of natural, cultural and
ethnical resources. There are many
good examples of successful Agri
Tourism Projects in the world but
many of these exist in isolation or
are relatively unknown. Thus, it is
important that these good projects
are brought together so that the
mechanisms that have led to their
success and the lessons learned
can be used to form a set of over-
arching guidelines for Agri Tourism
development in the rest of the World.
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BACKGROUND

AGRI TOURISM DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION (ATDC - Agri
Tourism India)

has focused on enhancement of
local socio-economic development
and poverty alleviation of rural
and remote communities since
early 2000s through Agri Tourism
and community-based agritourism
development. Agri Tourism
projects have commenced under
the ATDC's guidance. Maharashtra
is the first State in India to have a
formal “AgriTourism Policy in
September, 2020”

tlT%h{'ﬁ:

Pt R fdebrT T2AT (ATDC - 31301 gRe
Sfed) o0 T GABAT ﬁ?ﬁ]’cﬁw
P Te A0 JHR-3ERA Hul T
faprgR wnfAs JMIfSI® - 3nfdfe famm
3o grEfior M0 gfn FerEr TR
fAcTTeR &1 Bfgd Pl HTE. ATDC =T
origefrRarel Ff Tfe yhed I® T
378 d. R 020 Hed Ui “HR wied
efRUT” 3Pfiged BRUMN HERTE g Ufeel I



18™ WORLD AGRI
TOURISM DAY
2025

CONFERENCE THEME

"Innovating Agritourism for a
Sustainable Future : Empowering
Rural Economies and Preserving
Cultures"

This theme will focus on
sustainable development in
agritourism, exploring the ways in
which agritourism can empower
rural economies, preserve

local cultures, and promote
sustainability in tourism.

CONFERENCE
OBJECTIVE

® Facilitate global conversations
on the development and future
of agritourism.

® Encourage the exchange of
knowledge and best practices in
sustainable agritourism.

® Showecase innovations in
agritourism technology,
marketing, and community
engagement.

® Highlight successful agritourism
models and provide actionable
insights for participants.

® Provide networking
opportunities for agritourism
stakeholders, including farmers,
entrepreneurs, policy-makers,
and researchers.
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CONFERENCE
OUTCOME

The information presented and results of
the subsequent discussions during the
conference will be collated with a view
to providing input to the development
of : the Global Agri Tourism Standards
and Guidelines; Connect with member
countries of Global AgriTourism Network
(GAN) ; and a framework to attract
development partners or donor countries
to concentrate and support Agri tourism
development projects.

CONFERENCE
FORMAT

The conference will be organized over a
period of two days and be comprised of
keynote addresses from the Farmers, Agri
Tourism Researchers and Academicians,
Agriculture and Tourism Departments,
Government of India,

Agriculture and Tourism Departments
from various Nations and as well as
various State Governments in India, the
UNWTO and The Global Agri Tourism
Network along with International Agri
Tourism Organizations. This will be
followed by thematic presentations on
different aspects of Agri tourism and
development by invited speakers. The
closing sessions will be moderated panel
discussions on selected topics with the
view to providing the overall guidance
for the formulation of the Agri Tourism
standards and guidelines.
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The final session will be a presentation
of the key points discussed and an
endorsement of any key findings or
points to take forward. Awards will be
announced for best performing Agri
tourism centers across the globe.

CONFERENCE
SPEAKERS

Agri  Tourism, green growth and
ecologically sustainable tourism

development is multi-faceted requiring
many actors playing a wide range of roles
and coming from an equally diverse set
of backgrounds. To address this diversity,
a panel of international speakers from a

variety of sectors has been assembled.

CONFERENCE
ORGANIZATION

The GLOBAL AGRITOURISM NETWORK
& AGRITOURISM DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION (AgriTourism India) — are
the Main Organizers of this important
international conference
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Agenda Overview
(Day 1 and Day 2)

Day 1:

Global Perspectives,
Policy Discussions,
and Innovations

1.

Opening Ceremony
(30 mins)

Welcome Remarks (5 mins) :
The host or moderator introduces
the conference and its objectives.

Inaugural Speech (10 mins) :
Delivered by an industry leader
or a notable personality in
agritourism, addressing the
importance of agritourism in

sustainable tourism development.

Keynote Speech (15 mins) :
An internationally recognized
agritourism expert delivers

a keynote on the evolving
landscape of agritourism and
how it fosters sustainability,
cultural preservation, and rural
empowerment.

. Panel Discussion 1 :

"Agritourism and
Sustainable Rural
Development” (60 mins)

Experts from diverse
backgrounds, including
agritourism practitioners,
government representatives,
sustainability experts, and rural
development advocates, discuss
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how agritourism can drive rural
economic development and
empower local communities.

Key Topics to be Discussed :

® How agritourism can support rural
economies.

® Policy frameworks for promoting
sustainable agritourism.

® (Creating synergies between
tourism and agriculture for rural
development.

® Case studies from across the
global agritourism destinations.

3. Virtual FarmTours
(45 mins)

Pre-recorded virtual farm tours

from different countries showcasing
various types of agritourism models.
Each tour will focus on unique
aspects such as:

® Sustainable farming techniques.

® Agritourism-based cultural
experiences.

® QOrganic farming, eco-tourism, and
farm-to-table dining experiences

The tours will provide an immersive
experience, with on-the-ground
narratives from farmers and local
community members.

4. Networking Break (30
mins)

Participants will be invited to join
virtual breakout rooms based on their
region, sector, or area of interest.
This session will facilitate informal
networking and discussion between
agritourism stakeholders, including
farmers, entrepreneurs, and policy-
makers.
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5. Breakout Sessions
(60 mins)
Interactive breakout rooms with a

range of topics for participants to
choose from:

e Breakout Room 1:

“Starting and Scaling an
Agritourism Business: A
Practical Guide.”

e Breakout Room 2:

“How to Promote Agritourism
Through Digital Marketing.”

e Breakout Room 3

“Sustainability in Agritourism:
Best Practices and Innovations.

e Breakout Room4:

“The Role of Agritourism in
Cultural Preservation and Rural
Empowerment.”

6. Workshop 1 :

"Innovative Technologies in

Agritourism" (45 mins)

This workshop will explore how

agritourism operators can integrate

technology into their business

models.

Key Leaming Points :

® Using virtual reality (VR) and
augmented reality (AR) in
agritourism.

® Technology for enhancing
customer experience and
operational efficiency.

® Digital booking systems, social
media, and mobile apps for
promotion.

7. Day 1 Closing Remarks
(15 mins)
A summary of the key insights and

discussions from Day 1, along with an
overview of what to expect on Day 2.
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Day 2 :

Agritourism
Innovations,
Cultural Exhibitions,
and Networking

1. Day 2 Kick-off and
Recap of Day 1 (15 mins)
The host/moderator provides a brief
summary of Day 1, reviewing the

main takeaways and setting the stage
for the second day of the conference.

2. Panel Discussion 2 :
"Technology and
Innovation in Agritourism”
(60 mins)

Panelists from technology companies,
agritourism entrepreneurs, and
innovators discuss how technology

is shaping the future of agritourism
and improving operational

efficiency, marketing, and customer
engagement.

Key Topics to be Discussed :

e Role of digital platforms in
promoting agritourism globally.

e Innovations in farm tours (virtual/
augmented reality).

e Technology for managing
agritourism operations and visitor
experiences.
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3. Workshop 2 :
"Collaborating for
Success : Building
Networks in
Agritourism" (45 mins)
This workshop will focus on
building partnerships and

networks for growing agritourism
businesses.

Leaming Outcomes :

e How to form collaborations with
local governments, tourism
boards, and international
organizations.

e Strategic partnerships with travel
agencies and hospitality sectors.

e Promoting regional and cross-
border agritourism initiatives.

4. Cultural Exhibitions and
Performances (30 mins)

Participants will be treated to
cultural exhibitions showcasing
music, dance, and traditions from
different regions. This segment
will emphasize how agritourism
plays a key role in preserving and
promoting local cultures.

5. Virtual Exhibition Hall &
Marketplace (90 mins)
Participants will be able to
visit virtual booths set up
by agritourism operators,
entrepreneurs, and service
providers.

e Virtual Booths : Agritourism
destinations can showcase
their unique farm experiences,
sustainable practices, and tourism
packages.

e Marketplace : Local producers can
sell farm products such as organic
produce, traditional handicrafts,
and artisanal goods.

e Live Q & A : Exhibitors can interact
with participants in real-time
through chat or video.
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6. Breakout Sessions

(60 mins)

Simultaneous breakout
discussions to encourage
participant engagement on key
areas of interest :

Breakout Room 1 : “Developing
Agritourism for Small and
Family-Owned Farms.”

Breakout Room 2 : “Sustainable
Agritourism Business Models.”

Breakout Room 3 : “Policy and

Regulation in Global Agritourism :

Challenges and Solutions.”

. Awards & Recognition
Ceremony (60 mins)

A celebratory ceremony to honor
outstanding contributors in the
agritourism industry. Categories
may include :

Best Agritourism Initiative.

Most Innovative Agritourism
Business Model.

Best Use of Technology in
Agritourism.

Outstanding Cultural Preservation
through Agritourism.

. Closing Remarks & Call
to Action (30 mins)

A concluding keynote address
focusing on the future of
agritourism and the potential for
growth in the global economy.

Call to Action : The moderator/
host provides closing remarks,
encouraging attendees to
apply insights gained from

the conference to their own
agritourism ventures and to
continue fostering international
collaboration in the sector.
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